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Location Plan 

 

 

Georeferenced overlay on 1st edition OS map of west Loch Lungard showing modern mean water level of 

Loch Mullardoch and location of Allt Nead Structure 2 
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Allt Nead, Loch Lungard, Kintail: Roundhouse Settlement, Structure 2 

Archaeological Excavation: Data Structure Report 

 

Executive Summary 

A small limited archaeological investigation was carried out on Structure 2, one of a group of four   

structures appearing to be roundhouses of prehistoric date exposed by exceptionally low water levels 

of Loch Lungard in July 2021. The investigation aimed to clarify  the interpretation of a central 

structure as a hearth and to collect environmental samples  

 

1.0 Introduction 

 

1.1 Background 

In June 2021 Glenn Wilks, walking in the area, noted two circular structures, exposed by the 

exceptionally low water levels at the west end of what is now Loch Mullardoch. These structures were 

reported to Historic Environment Scotland, who passed the information on to NoSAS. A small group 

consisting of four NoSAS members and Glenn Wilks visited the site on 27.7.21. The difficulty of access, 

consisting of a boat journey the length of the original Loch Mullardoch followed by a walk of 3.5km 

limited the amount of equipment that could be taken and the number of bulk samples that could be 

recovered. For the same reasons, the time on site was limited to six hours, truncated in late afternoon 

by a thunderstorm and torrential rain. 

 

1.2 Location 

The group of features are located at the west end of what was originally Loch Lungard, now inundated 

as part of the larger Loch Mullardoch after construction of the Mullardoch dam in 1952. They straddle 

the Allt Nead to the east of the Allt Coire Lungard, approximately 100m upstream from where this 

stream originally joined Loch Lungard and north east of the former shepherd’s cottage of Lungard 

 

2.0 Archaeological Background 

 

2.1 General 

No prehistoric structures have been previously recorded around the shores of Loch Lungard or Loch 

Mullardoch. However, in 2009 a fine example of an Iron Age handled stone bowl was found ‘on the 

shore of Loch Mullardoch’ and submitted to Treasure Trove, now in the collection of Inverness 

Museum. Although the precise findspot is unknown, this confirms a prehistoric presence. 

The area was visited by R Spencer-Jones on the 7th of May 2014. At the time of this visit he described 

the site as: 
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"On the southern slope of the north side of Loch Mullardoch are the remains of a cluster of 5 buildings, 

now ruined with moss and grass covered walls, associated with a small burn to the east of Allt Coire 

Lungard. They all lie east-west, with doorways in the southern wall. They may represent shielings.’ 

This is not the group of possible prehistoric roundhouses under present discussion but are noteworthy 

as representing a long exploitation of upland resources. Apart from the southernmost of this group, 

building 7 at NH 10507 30249 alt 244m OD, these structures are located between 270m and 280m 

OD, whereas the mean loch level now lies just below 250m OD.  

Loch Lungard lies on what was probably an important East-West route and the site lies only 4km from 

the watershed, with the place name ‘Allt na Chriche’, stream of the boundary, less than 3km to the 

west suggesting a land ownership boundary older than the present Ross-shire Inverness-shire 

administrative boundary. 

The west end of Loch Lungard was historically part of Chisholm lands, cleared for sheep around 1801 

and the various scattered shepherds’ cottages and enclosures are most likely to have been placed on 

former shieling grounds and other areas of pre-clearance land use. The shepherd’s cottage at Loch 

Lungard, MHG56851, was occupied until deliberately burned in advance of the hydro electric scheme 

in 1952. The remains of building footings and enclosures were recorded by R Spencer-Jones of NoSAS 

in 2014. 

In 2007, during another dry spell when water levels were low, two structures were reported to 

Highland Council HET and subsequently visited and recorded by Kirsty Cameron. One MHG54251 at 

NH 0992 2921 is a rectangular stone platform within a larger setting of wooden posts. The second, 

MHG54252 at NH 0964 2910 is a small circular stone, platform within a larger circle of wooden posts. 

These structures are of unknown date and function although unlikely to be earlier than the Modern 

period. 

All of these sites, together with further structures along the north shore of Loch Mullardoch, have 

been collected into a NoSAS report: Archaeological Structures in upper Glenn Cannich. 

The number and range of archaeological features in the vicinity of the present new site demonstrate 

many centuries of human activity in what is now considered a remote, inaccessible and economically 

unproductive area. 

 

2.2 The Allt Nead Site 

In all, four definite circular structures defined as roundhouses, two possible circular or sub-circular 

structures of unknown function, one rectangular structure and a cup marked stone were noted during 

the site visit on 27.7.21: 
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Site ID Location Description CANMORE ID 

Structure 1 NH 10656 30161 The most easterly HC, with stones laid on 

a raised platform of stones 

 

Structure 2 NH 10583 30131 Hut circle, with possible central hearth  369315 

Structure 3 NH 10560 30130 Hut circle, with possible central hearth 

area. 

369315 

Structure 4 NH 10615 30079

  

A setting of stones identified as probably 

not a hut circle. Some of the stones in a 

straight line. A central area with dense 

charcoal flecks 

 

Structure 5 NH 10498 30139 A hut circle with upright stones  

Structure 6 NH 10482 30160 Circular feature, perhaps a hut circle at 

some stage, but now of unknown function. 

Perhaps reused as haystack base by the 

local dwelling-house. 

 

Structure 7 NH 10520 30165 A rectangular building just W of the burn, 

with eroded E wall 

 

Cup Marked 

Stone 

NH 10490 30180  ScRAP ID 3576. 

Flint flake NH 10568 30136 Flint flake found on surface by J 

Wordsworth just outside Structure 2 

 

 

     

3.0 Objectives 

Structure 2 was selected for investigation as it contained the most obvious and accessible hearth-like 

structure.  

Trench 1 was placed across part of the hearth type structure in order to clarify the nature of this 

feature and its relation to overlying deposits and to win both a bulk environmental sample and 

charcoal samples which might be suitable for c14 dating. 

Trench 2, set against the inner face of one of the larger walling stones in the SE quadrant, was placed 

in order to ascertain the depth of walling and the sequence of deposits down to what might be 

considered an original ground surface. This was also considered a good location to find any surviving 

stakes from a wicker screen, a common feature of stone-built roundhouses in north Scotland, again 

to win some charcoal for dating purposes. 
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4.0 Methodology 

Work was carried out by Cathy Dagg and Glenn Wilks over 4 hours on 27.2.21, in dry and generally 

sunny weather conditions. While time did not allow for a measured survey of the entire roundhouse 

structure, this was recorded photographically. The hearth-type structure was also recorded 

photographically before excavation. 

Trench 1, measuring 1m by 2m was laid across the hearth, to include both the exposed hearth 

structure and part of the overlying stone pile. This was drawn at a scale of 1:20 before excavation and 

again upon completion of excavation.  Excavation was carried out by hand but only to a depth at which 

the hearth stone and surrounding deposits were exposed and recorded. A bulk sample was taken from 

an area just outside the structure. The trench was then backfilled to protect the feature from erosion 

Trench 2 measuring 0.5m by 0.5m was set against the inner face of one of the large external walling 

stones in the ESE arc of the structure. Excavation was by hand to a depth at which the base of this 

stone was exposed and there appeared, within this very small trench, to be no lower courses of 

stonework. While this did not prove that the stone was placed on an original ground surface, it was 

decided not to excavate deeper. Bulk samples and charcoal samples were collected, and the trench 

backfilled. 

 

5.0 Excavation Results 

5.1 Trench 1 

This trench measured 1m by 1.3m. The pile of stones, (context 1001), was a noticeable feature in the 

interior of Structure 2, located in the approximate centre and partially overlying the hearth-type 

feature. It did not appear to be part of an undulating stony surface, particularly as it only covered part 

of the hearth. Nor did it appear to be randomly washed in or deposited by the action of fluctuating 

water levels. This left the probability that it was a deliberate deposition, although not necessarily 

contemporary with the abandonment of the structure. Stones in this pile were of varying sizes, the 

largest being 400mm across, but with many smaller stones 
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Trench 1, hearth area before excavation, showing overlying stone pile, 1001 and vertical slab settings to 

edge of hearth, 1006 

A thin layer, no more than 10mm, of water-deposited silt, (1002), covered the hearth and the lower 

of the stones, (1001). Below this and immediately overlying the horizontal hearth stone where it was 

not covered by the stone pile was a compacted layer of decayed roots, (1003), interpreted as the 

remains of vegetation covered by raised water levels in the 1950s. Below the stone pile was an 

intermediate deposit (1004) between the decayed root layer and the hearth stone, of a very 

compacted peaty soil, charcoal free. 

The horizontal stone, (1005), interpreted as a hearth stone, is a fairly soft mica-rich schist, showing no 

obvious signs of heat cracking although broken into two along a central line. It measures almost 1m 

across. This is surrounded by a setting of small stones placed vertically, (1006). Some stones are water-

worn, others sharp edged, with the largest exposed stone measuring 400mm in length. The vertically 

set stones curve around but are not tight to the central horizontal stone, leaving on the north side a 

gap of 200mm. The deposit filling this gap, (1007), was not disturbed but appeared to be charcoal rich. 

A similar deposit, (1008), only present outwith the vertical setting to the south east, also charcoal rich, 

was excavated to retrieve a bulk sample. This deposit was very compacted, grey-brown with many 

small stones. 
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Trench 1, hearth area after excavation. View from west showing hearth slab, 1005, vertical stone setting 

1006 and charcoal rich deposit 1007 

  

Trench 1, hearth area, view from east showing charcoal rich deposit 1007 between vertical stones 1006 and 

horizontal slab 1005, and charcoal rich deposit 1008 outside stone setting to left 
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Plan of exposed area of hearth 

 

 

5.2 Trench 2 

The large set stone (2001) against which this small trench was placed was taken to be the inside face 

of the rubble walling of the structure. Trench 2 measured 0.5m by 0.5m and deposits against this face 

were as follows: a thin layer, only 5-10mm thick, of pale sandy water-deposited silt (2002) overlay a 

compacted mat of decayed roots (2003) interpreted as the vegetation layer covered by rising water 

levels in the 1950s. Below this was a brown peaty soil, 105mm deep, containing no charcoal (2004). 

Below this, a gritty grey soil containing a significant number of large charcoal fragments (2005) formed 

the ground surface onto which the stone (2001) had been set. This deposit was 40mm deep, overlying 

an orange gritty soil (2006) in which there appeared to be the charred remains of an approximately 

10cm diameter stakehole (2007) in the SW corner of the trench. This was not excavated to its full 

depth. A second charcoal deposit (2008) may represent a second stakehole in the NW corner of the 

trench 

Within the trench, a medium-sized stone slab set obliquely against the base of the larger stone may 

have been so placed as a support for the vertical face. 
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Trench 2, with orange gritty deposit 2006 underlying grey gritty soil 2005. Bottom left is socket of stakehole 

2007. Top right is slab set at base of large stone inner face, forming right hand (E) edge of trench. View from 

south. 

Charcoal samples were recovered from 2004 and 2006 but the trench was not excavated further as in 

such a small area no definite conclusions could be drawn about the nature and relationship of these 

deposits. Although the visible external walling appeared to sit on 2004, this could represent a 

secondary phase of building and while 2004 probably represented the ground surface associated with 

this phase of external walling, earlier phases could be sealed under the walling. No deposit considered 

to be of entirely natural origin was reached but the objective of the trench, to recover environmental 

and dateable material had been achieved. A bulk sample was taken from 2004 before backfilling. 

 

5.3 Artefactual Material 

No artefacts were retrieved from within the limited excavation areas. A single flint flake was found 

lying on the surface immediately outside the east arc of the roundhouse structure but was probably 

redeposited by the action of water. 

 

5.4  Palaeoenvironmental Material 

Bulk samples and charcoal samples from both trenches were recovered and await species 

identification and analysis. These consist of charcoal rich contexts 1007 and 1008 and a large charcoal 

sample recovered from the stakehole 2007. 
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Appendix 1 Context Register 

Context Type Description Relationships 

1001  Pile of stones, unstructured, possible field clearance Partly covered by 

1002 

1002 deposit Thin layer of water deposited silt, post-1950s Over 1003 

1003 Vegetation 

layer 

Matted decayed roots, interpreted as ground cover  in 1950s Under 1002, over 

1004 and 1005 

1004 Deposit Compacted peaty soil Under 1003, over 

1005, 1007 

1005 Structure Horizontal stone slab interpreted as hearth stone Under 1003 and 

1004, adjacent to 

1007 

1006 structure Vertically placed stones defining possible hearth area Adjacent to 1002, 

1003, 1004, 1007, 

1008 

1007 deposit Charcoal rich deposit between  horizontal slab and vertical 

stone setting 

Below 1003, 

adjacent to 1005, 

1006 

1008 deposit  Charcoal rich deposit outwith hearth setting, only noted to 

south east. Compacted and containing small stones 

Below 1003, 

adjacent to 1006 

2001 structure Large set stone, inner face of external walling of structure Adjacent to 2002-

2005, over 2006 

2002 deposit pale sandy water-deposited silt Over 2003 

2003 deposit compacted mat of decayed roots Under 2002, over 

2004 

2004 deposit brown peaty soil, 105mm deep, containing no charcoal Under 2003, over 

2005 

2005 deposit gritty grey soil containing a significant number of large 

charcoal fragments 

Under 2004, over 

2006 

2006 deposit orange gritty soil Under 2001, 2005 

2007 structure Possible stakehole Within 2006 

2008 Possible 

structure 

Possible stakehole Within 2006 
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Appendix 2: Photographic Register 

Photo no. Trench no. Feature View from 

DSC05019 1 Excavated NE quadrant of hearth N 

DSC05020 1 Excavated quadrant of hearth showing dark charcoal rich deposit 

1007 between horizontal slab and vertical stone settings 

W 

DSC05021 1 Excavated quadrant of hearth showing dark charcoal rich deposit 

1007 between horizontal slab and vertical stone settings. 

Overlying stone pile 1001 in foreground 

S 

DSC05022 1 Excavated quadrant of hearth showing dark charcoal rich deposit 

1008 outwith vertical stone setting, lower left of image 

SE 

DSC05023 1 General view of hearth with Structure 3 in background and 

prominent set vertical slab, external to structure 2, on left of 

image 

SE 

DSC05024 1 General view of hearth with southern arc of external walling of 

structure 2 in background 

N 

DSC05044 1 View of hearth from SWW showing unexcavated overlying stone 

pile 1001 

 

0865 2 Trench upon completion of excavation to base 2006, with 

possible stakehole bottom right and obliquely set supporting slab 

top left 

WNW 

0873 2 Charcoal rich possible second stakehole 2008 in NW corner of 

trench 

S 

0874 2 Detail of charcoal deposit in possible second stakehole 2008 SE 

0875 2 Overhead view of trench with two possible stakeholes 2007 and 

2008 on left, inner wall face on right 

S 

 

 

Appendix 3: Drawings Register  

Drawing sheet Description Scale 

1 1 Trench 1: Hearth feature overlain by stone pile before 

excavation 

1:20 

2 1 Trench 1: Hearth feature after excavation 1:20 
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Appendix 4:  Sample register 

Sample no. Structure & 

Trench no. 

Justification 

1 S2, Trench 1 
Bulk sample, exterior to hearth. Appropriate for environmental 

evidence, eg pollen, R/C dating, carbonised grains.  

2 S2, Trench 2 
Soil and charcoal-rich material. Probably redundant as good 

chunk of burnt stake. 

3 S3 
Charcoal rich area in centre of hut circle. Good for pollen, 

carbonised grains, possibly R/C dating. 

 

 


